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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses 
in America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open 
to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their 
maintenance and management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active 
participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the   general 
public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 

September 2020 Notes from the President 

I had the opportunity to participate in a virtual teleconference with all the chapter 
Presidents and state level Board members led by Jason Riddle, our State          
President.  It was a productive meeting of what our future holds, our fears, our 
concerns and what suggestions and advice we must for keeping our chapters and 
state strong.  We are all  of the same mindset of many concerns mentioned by our 
members.  For example, not to be able to have a general meeting, some counties 
are in different phases, computer access, computer skill  limitations, fundraising 
events cancelled and many state functions cancelled.  It was mentioned that our 
state bylaws are being reviewed due to the change and the way the pandemic has 
impacted us and how we can conduct business as usual.   

As the seasons change, our environment changes and this pandemic impacts us 
still remember we are overcoming this and we are staying strong.  We have the 
Election of board members for 2021, whether you want to be a re elected officer, 
or you want to be a newly elected officer.  Please think about coming on board and 
making a difference.  Do you have budgeting, accounting knowledge, computer 
skills? Are you skilled at organizing events and have the knowledge of online  
selling items? Everyone is very welcoming and supportive when you become an 
officer or help on a committee.  

We received a request for some light weight weed eaters for those that are can’t 
use the regular weed eaters.  The board approved the purchase of 2 weed eaters to 
use on the trails.  Because of Covid-19 several members have been busy cleaning 
trails.  If you want to use them to clean any of the trails such as Heady Road, 
Stewart Mtn or Saxon please contact Marie Tiermersma at 360-815-5992 or send 
an email at mtiemersma@hotmail.com to make arrangements to pickup up the 
weed eaters. We are moving forward for the good of the chapter and our members 
to ensure our mission statement continues.  
 
Please take a moment to thank everyone who works on our trails whether it be low 
country or in the high country riding. There is a lot of work that takes into keeping 
the trails open and clean for all of us to enjoy.  I want to thank the Packers for how 
much time, effort, hard work and risk that is put into these packing trips. In return 
there is the experience, the beauty of the country and the fulfillment of helping the 
PNTA or the PCT and you are representing BCHW.  My message is not to be  
fearful of going to the high country or riding in the front country. We have        
experienced members and they want to share their knowledge.  

        (Continue on Page 2) 
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Vet Notes    Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.      Bees and Wasp Time of Year 
 
A friend's horse got into ground wasps a few days ago- time to send out the "bees" reminder. Note- paper bee or 
wasp nests in brush are a common  problem for trail clearers. Ground wasp nests are a problem in the trail. 
I quizzed a bee expert a few years ago, here are some suggestions for dealing with bees or wasps while riding. They 
both sting. Most people will respond faster if you yell "bees" than "wasps" 
 
At the start of the ride inform novices what to look for and what to do. Novices tend to stop and ask “where” when 
someone yells “bees”. 
 
The first sign before the horse is  stung might be stopping and freezing, sort of like they are being circled by a horse 
fly. The first sign your horse gives that they are stung is often stomping the feet or shaking the head. Often they 
don't run. Granted something else might be going on but yell “bees” and start off at a trot. You don’t need to gallop; 
bees are not fast and won’t follow very far. If it is a good safe trail lope but otherwise trot. Going even 100 ft is  will 
usually get you out of range, however, keep going for a few minutes if it is safe. Then stop and check tack just in 
case something else is wrong. Also check for bees that might be hanging on. 
 
Note- the “bee” instructions are counter to usual trail riding safety. Normally if your horse objects to something it’s 
best to stop and find out what is wrong. Don’t stop if there is any chance there are bees. Late summer and fall are the 
worst times. 
Small groups of riders are usually fine. Large groups are a problem Try to turn back if possible if your horse hasn’t 
reached the bee spot but be ready for a temper tantrum if the rest of the horses are galloping off. It is usually the 2nd 
or 3rd horses in a line that are the first to be stung. 
 
Try to find a way around the nest if you can. If you have to pass the area go one at a time. The bees will settle in a 
few minutes and you can trot your horse through. Hang on though; your horse might get stung. Try to wait for         
following horses within their sight.  
 
Stay close to your horses if you tie up for lunch just in case they stir up a nest. 
Conclusion-During bee season if my horse stomps once or shakes his head twice on the trail I assume it is bees, grab 
the saddle horn and take off at a trot.  

(Continue from Page 1) 

President’s Notes 

The beginning of August an email was sent to the membership regarding a proposal to move large rocks to    
protect the picnic area at Vedder Mtn. Trailhead and replace and move the hitching rails.  The response was in 
favor. Thank you to the members who voted supporting this proposal.  We will notify you when the work starts. 

Remember hunting season is now and to wear bright clothes so you and your stock can be seen.  

If you have any requests, questions, or concerns please reach out to me so we can discuss it at the board level. 
You can send me an email or call me or if you feel more comfortable reach out to another board member. Your 
voice can only be heard if you let us know.  

Remember to dream it, believe it and achieve it. 

~Ride on!  

Cindy  Piccolo Whatcom Chapter BCH President  
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             Advertising Rates 
  
Full Page----$45.00 per month, limited to space available 
  
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00 for a Year 
  
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00 for a Year 
  
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00 for a Year 
  
Classifieds………$3.00 per month 

A Special Thank You to: 
Laurel Farm & Western Supply 

America’s Horse Country 
Weylin & Amy Eldred  
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216  * 
360/398-8050 fax 
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 8:30am.to 6:00 

 
CLASSIFIED 

** Place your classified ad here.  Classifieds 
are free to          Whatcom BCH members, or 
just $3.00 for anyone else.  Send your ad and 
money to the newsletter editor by the 2nd            
Wednesday of the month. 

EDITOR’S POLICIES 
 
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month.  Non-copyrighted 
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations).  Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal         
articles are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd, 
Bellingham, WA. 98226.  Email to: fvandiest@msn.com. 

 
      
 

FOR SALE: 
Gott Cooler/Ice Chest approximately 125L 133Q. An older 
cooler, but well taken care of and nice and clean.  Would be 
great for fishing, camping, household entertainment or ... 
Asking $169.00. Same size new coolers are $500+ ! 
Please email, call or text me for more pictures or questions. 
mtiemersma@hotmail.com  360-815-5992 
 
********************************************************************* 
FOR SALE: 
130 VERY NICE OLD RED BRICKS + SEVERAL HALVES--ALL 
PRESSURE WASHED. These bricks came from a chimney in an old 
house. They have all been pressure washed so are as clean as possi-
ble. Asking $125. No deliveries.  Please email, call or text me for 
more pictures or questions. 
mtiemersma@hotmail.com  360-815-5992 
 

           

2020 
TRAIL BOSSES 

 
Cindy Piccolo 
360-961-4839 

 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

 
Joe Remenar 
360-818-4481 

 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
WORK PARTY 

COORDINATOR 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
PACKING        

COORDINATOR 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 
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CALENDAR 
Due to the coronavirus, more information on the following will be 
sent by email at a later date.  All dates are currently pending until 
further notice. 
 
Aug 29th------Packing out at Hannegan Pass for WTA  
 
Aug 29th------Work Party at Park Butte, hauling gravel for WTA 
 
Aug 31st——-Board meeting--phone conference  
 
Sept 1st--------Schreiber’s Meadow work party with WTA 
 
Sept 9th——  General Meeting at Misty River Ranch--pending 
 
Oct 5th--------Board meeting 
 
Nov 2nd-------Board meeting 

     2020 COMMITTEE        
 CHAIRS: 
 
          LEGISLATIVE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
      LEAVE NO TRACE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

   
    VOLUNTEER HOURS: 

Verna McLeod 
360-595-2744 

 
           PROGRAMS: 

Sharon Hoofnagle 
360-7344258 

          
           SUNSHINE            

Michelle McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
TRAIL HEAD  
COMMITTEE    
Mike McGlenn 
360-739-2619 

 
SCRAPBOOK 

Debbie Lagerwey 
360-354-2804 
Need Pictures! 

Paid Advertisement  9-2019—7-2020 

 
Check out our Website:  

http://www.whatcom-bch.com/ 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

November 14, 2020 
Whatcom Chapter           
Fundraiser Auction 

 
Due to the coronavirus, our      
auction that was scheduled for 
April 4th was postponed. 
Melinda was able to reserve 
the next available date which is 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 
for our auction at the Deming Logging Show. 
The time will be the same: 
5:30-7:00 pm – Silent Auction   
7:15 pm – Live Auction  
 
Thank you all for your donations and your patience.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Melinda Smull at 360-595-2137. 
So mark your calendars! Let your friends and relatives know. 
More information at a later date. 
Fran 

Pending Covid-19 restrictions. More info at 
a later date. 

Paid advertisement Feb 2020—Jan 2021 

Sunshine Committee 
 

 If you know someone that 
needs a little ray of sunshine, 
please contact Michelle 
McKenna at 360-599-2526 or 
send her an email at:                             
wintercreek10@gmail.com.  
 
 

Heady Trails 
Aug 1, 2020,  Angela Elenbaas and Colette         
Cloutier have been cleaning South Pass 
trail and other trails. 
 
Marie Tiemersma worked on trails several 
days in  July, Diane  Kimker  and Shirley  
Todhunter also did some work in July at 
heady. 
 
Terry and Krystal have been mowing 
around the Vedder trail head. 
 
There have been several other days that 
members have been going and doing work 
at heady.  All the 
trails need work, 
so if you have 
time, come help. 
  
Fran 
 
 
 
 
Pictured: Colette 
working on one of 
the trails. 
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Packing at Pasayten--Spanish Camp & Andrews Creek on July 23rd and Aug 13th  
and at Hannegan Pass on Aug 22nd  

 
We went over to Winthrop on Thursday July 23rd. Maybe three hours getting ready for the packing. On Friday we 
started with the animals about 7am and the PNTA crew showed up about 8 am. It took about two hours to load and 
pack their stuff. It then we loaded Roger's personal pack animal.  He had one animal for PNTA and I had three. We 
each had a personal pack animal for our own overnight stay. We got to the Spanish Camp about 7:30 in the evening. 
I think we got done with the animals by 9 pm. With our lateness, we stayed at the cabin and loaded up again in the 
morning to take their gear about 3 more miles up the trail. Because I did not know where the drop off camp was, the 
local ranger lady staying at the camp said she would take us to the right spot. She took us off the good trail and over 
to the other side of the valley. There was no trail, very boggy, and lots of blow downs. After I nearly lost a mule in 
the bog and two hours of misery, I told her the animals were not suited for this kind of travel. I pointed to the trail 
on the other side of the valley and asked her if we could go over there and look for the trail crew's foot prints. After 
we got over there, the crew tracks were clear in the dust. If it weren't for the misery, it would have been a great        
adventure. We eventually made it to the camp. We made it out by 9 pm that night. I think we were done with the 
animals and able to leave close to 11 pm. We decided to drive home Saturday night, I got home at 4 am.  
 
 Didn't know if you heard, last Friday Jason and Skagit's Rob DeBoer made the re-supply. While they were loading 
up Friday morning, Rob's new horse went crazy and ended up falling down and hitting his shoulder so hard he broke 
it. I think they had to go get a vet. Will get more of the story another time.  
 
I'm leaving again this coming Thursday to do it again. I was unable to get a Whatcom packer to go. Jason is trying 
to get a lady from Winthrop to help out. It's about 38 miles round trip.  
 
Aug. 13th trip into Andrews Creek- I got up at 4 am and got four animals ready and left the house just before 5 am. 
Got to the trailhead about 10am. Nearly 12 pm when I took off up the trail by myself. Jason and two other ladies left 
just before 10 am so I missed them. The weather and riding was great the whole 18 miles in. No packing issues. Got 
to the camp just before 7 pm. Took about 1 1/2 hours to set up camp, highlines, and feed them. I was exhausted 
when I went to bed a little after 9 pm. I didn't sleep any at all on Wednesday night. Jason got us up at 5:30; I think 
we were ready by 8 am but it still took two hours to put their camp together. On a side note: I brought in four pack 
animals, used one for myself but I was supposed to have one empty and use two for the pack out. We ended up      
using my three plus their four. Seven loads. There was supposed to be four loads plus tools.  What was interesting, 
is that I was fully loaded with my stuff and three pack animals of their stuff plus Jason was fully loaded when he 
looks over and says "Rocky, are you taking that set of boxes?". We had not counted right for our loads. One set of 
boxes was left over. I reloaded two of my animals and fit the other stuff in. It worked out. I made the nearly seven 
hour ride with no load shifts. I think we made it out by 4:30-5pm. Took a while to unload and feed the animals. I 
think I left by 7 pm and made it home by midnight. It was about a 370 mile drive.  
 
Aug. 22 trip into the Hannegan: Roger, Joe, and I made the trip, we each had one pack animal. I loaned out my        
animals because Bill said he was doing this trip. He ended up not going so it fell to me. We needed four pack          
animals but made do with three. Roger had an extra pack animal but didn't bring a pack saddle for it. I ended up       
using a top pack mantee for the tools. I didn't like it but it worked out. We got to the parking lot about 8 am and got 
packed up to leave about 9:30. It's a short trip to the Hannegan camp. It is located maybe 3 1/2 miles in just before 
the pass. On a side note: We headed down the short trail to the camp and when we got to the big creek, there was no 
bridge for us to cross. We had to unload right there. I had to take off the top pack and heavy boxes by myself with 
hardly any footing on the downhill side. It wasn't a cliff, maybe 10-15 foot straight down. I made it, it worked out. 
We then went up to the pass and had an early lunch. I think we made it back to the trucks and got unpacked and left 
by 3:30.  
 
Aug. 29 trip to Hannegan camp: We will bring out the camp. There is not enough parking to invite others but this 
country has unbelievable beauty. I wish all our members could see it.  
 
Rocky L. 
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Join Whatcom Backcountry Horsemen for our 4th 
annual fundraiser Salmon Fest ride on Saturday,  
October 3rd at the horse camp at Heady .  It will be a 
fun 2 1/2 hour Autumn ride with a delicious grilled 
King Salmon lunch between 12:30—2:00pm! 
Ride and Salmon lunch donation of  $15.00            
Children 12 and under  $10.00 
Ride and hot dog lunch donation of  $10.00 
Ride only donation of  $10.00  
First riders out at 9:30 am, last rider at 11:00am.  
Trails will be marked.    

Cash or checks only! 
 Contact : Helen at  360-592-8080 for more info. 
No dogs on ride.   Dogs must be on leash in other areas. 

       
 
 
 
    Directions:  From Mt. Baker Hwy     
 (542)    East  continue on  542, by        
 Kendall, on roundabout take 2nd 
 exit  straight to Kendall Road 
 (547). Turn right  on South Pass 
 Road, turn left on Heady road. 
 Turn  right at  yellow gate and                     
 follow signs.  
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Fran Van Diest 
WBCH Newsletter Editor 

723 Van Wyck  Rd 
Bellingham , WA 98226 

(360) 734-2567 

 

Next 
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

Meeting: 
General Meeting: Sept 9, 2020 

Misty River Ranch 
 General meeting pending further notice.  

 

 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back 
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist 
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To 
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen 
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 
 

 


